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OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 
 

PART ONE: The Preparation of the Old Generation to Inherit the Promised Land (1:1-10:10) 
 

I. The Organization of Israel (1:1-4:49) 
 

A. The Organization of the People (1:1-2:34) 

1. The First Census of Israel 

2. The Arrangement of the Camp 

B. Organization of the Priests (3:1-4:49) 

 

 

 

 

II. The Sanctification of Israel (5:1-10:10) 
 

A. Sanctification through Separation (5:1-31) 

B. Sanctification through the Nazirite Vow (6:1-27) 

C. Sanctification through Worship (7:1-9:14) 

D. Sanctification through Divine Guidance (9:15-10:10) 

 

 

 

 

PART TWO: The Failure of the Old Generation to Inherit the Promised Land (10:11-25:18) 
 

I. The Failure of Israel in Route to Kadesh (10:11-12:16) 
 

A. Israel Departs Mount Sinai (10:11-36) 

B. Failure of the People (11:1-9) 

C. Failure of Moses (11:10-15) 

D. God Provides for Moses (11:16-30) 

E. God Provides for the People (11:31-35) 

F. Failure of Miriam and Aaron (12:1-16) 

 

 

 

 

II. The Climatic Failure of Israel at Kadesh (13:1-14:45) 
 

A. Spies Sent out to Investigate the Land (13:1-33) 

B. Israel Rebels against God (14:1-10) 

C. Moses Intercedes (14:11-19) 

D. God Judges Israel (14:20-38) 

E. Israel Rebels against the Judgement of God (14:39-45) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

III. The Failure of Israel in the Wilderness (15:1-19:22) 
 

A. The Review of the Offerings (15:1-41) 

B. The Rebellion of Korah (16:1-40) 

C. The Rebellion of Israel against Moses and Aaron (16:41-50) 

D. The Role of the Priesthood (17:1-19:22) 

 

 

 

 

IV. The Failure of Israel in Route to Moab (20:1-25:18) 
 

A. Miriam Dies and Moses and Aaron Fail (20:1-13) 

B. Edom Refuses Passage (20:14-21) 

C. Aaron Dies (20:22-29) 

D. Israel’s Victory over the Canaanites (21:1-3) 

E. The Failure of Israel (Bronze Serpent) (21:4-9) 

F. Journey to Moab 21:10-20) 

G. Israel’s Victory over Ammon and Bashan (21:21-22:35 

H. Failure with the Moabites (Balaam) (22:1-25:18) 

 

 

 

 

PART THREE: The Preparation of the New Generation to Inherit the Promised Land (26:1-27:23) 
 

I. The Reorganization of Israel (26:1-27:23) 

 A. The Second Census (26:1-51) 

B. Method for Dividing the Land (26:52-27:11) 

C. Appointment of Israel’s New Leader (27:12-23) 

 

 

 

 

II. The Regulations of the Offerings and Vows (28:1-30:16) 
 

A. The Regulations of Sacrifices (28:1-29:40) 

B. The Regulation of Vows (30:1-16) 

 

 

 

 

III. The Conquest and Division of Israel (31:1-36:13) 
 

A. Victory over Midian (31:1-54) 

B. Division of the Land East of the Jordan (32:1-42) 

C. The Summary of Israel’s Journeys (33:1-49) 

D. Division of the Land West of the Jordan (33:50-34:29) 

E. Special Cities of Canaan (35:1-34) 

F. Special Problems of Inheritance in Canaan (36:1-13) 

 


