Joseph and the Providence of God #8 Pastor-teacher Rick Gerhartz
June 7, 2015 Word of Grace Bible Church

THE SHOCK OF A LIFETIME!
(Genesis 44:1-45:15)

I. THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXTUAL SETTING FOR THE LIFE OF JOSEPH
Il. JOSEPH: CHOSEN AND PROTECTED BY GOD (Genesis 37:1-36)

I1l. JOSEPH: THE DEPENDABLE EMPLOYEE (Genesis 39:1-6)

IV. MRS. POTIPHAR’S ATTEMPT TO SEDUCE JOSEPH (Genesis 39:7-20)

V. JOSEPH: IN PRISON FOR SOMETHING HE DIDN’T DO (Genesis 39:20-40:23)

VI. JOSEPH: FROM PRISON TO A POSITION OF POWER (Genesis 41:1-57)

VII. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN BRINGING ABOUT REPENTANCE IN JACOB'STEN  SONS
(Genesis 42)

VIIIL. JOSEPH’S BROTHERS RETURN TO EGYPT WITH BENJAMIN (Genesis 43)
IX. JOSEPH’S FINAL TESTS FOR HIS BROTHERS (Genesis 44)

A. Joseph’s final test was to have his steward once again return all of his brothers’ money in their
baggage for a second time, and to
Benjamin with stealing his silver cup. (44:1-6)

* Why would Joseph first favor Benjamin in front of his brothers and then intentionally frame him?

B. When Joseph’s steward overtook them, his brothers had a

(44:7-11)

* What did Jacob’s sons suggest as punishment for the guilty party?

C. When the cup was discovered in Benjamin’s baggage-- all of the brothers their

, and all of them to Egypt to plead on behalf of
their youngest brother. (44:12-15)

* How does the brothers’ reaction reveal genuine change in their hearts?

* What is the practice of divination? (vv. 5, 15)



D. Judah (the original ringleader in the sale of Joseph into slavery) now demonstrated true
by offering himself as a in place of his brother

Benjamin. (44:16-34)

* How did Judah’s actions picture the Lord Jesus? (vv. 32-33)

X. JOSEPH REVEALS HIS TRUE IDENTITY TO HIS BROTHERS (Genesis 45:1-15)

A. After hearing Judah’s rehearsal of the events which led up to this moment, Joseph could not
restrain himself, and he finally his identity

to his brothers. (45:1-4)

* How do we know that his brothers were literally speechless? (vv. 3-4)

B. By what Joseph said next gave evidence of his viewpoint, when he repeatedly

emphasized the of God in him to Egypt to
preserve life. (45:5-8)

* How did Joseph acknowledge his brothers’ volitional choices in the matter? (vv. 4-5)

C. Joseph wanted his brothers to quickly a message to their father to bring the whole
family to Egypt and he would for all their needs. (45:9-13)

D. After so many years of and heartache, Joseph was reunited with his
brothers and finally able to them. (45:14-15)

* What did Joseph’s behavior towards his brothers demonstrate about his character?

* How can you personally apply this truth in your own life?



