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FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS USELESS, NON-BENEFICIAL 
(James 2:14-17) 

 

I. THE NEED TO RESIST PARTIALITY AND MANIFEST LOVE TOWARDS OTHERS (2:1-13) 
 

A. Partiality DISHONORS the Glory of Jesus Christ (2:1) 
 

B. Partiality Promotes WORLDLY THINKING within the Local Church (2:2-4) 
 

C. Partiality is INCONSISTENT in God’s Plan and in Life (2:5-7) 
 

D. Putting the Law of Liberty into PRACTICE (2:8-13) 
 

II. THE BARRENNESS OF A BELIEVER’S FAITH WITHOUT WORKS (2:14-17) 
 

1. Is James writing to believers or unbelievers? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Is James writing to question his reader’s eternal salvation or the salvation of others by examining  

whether they have good works or not? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is James using the word “save” in this passage? 
 

a. Is he speaking of spiritual salvation or physical? 

 

 

 

b. What phase or tense of salvation is James taking about throughout his epistle, 1st, 2nd or 3rd? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the real underlining issue that James is dealing with in this section? 
 

a. Is it that good works are the proof of initial “saving faith”? 

 

 

 

b. Is it the genuineness of an ongoing, sanctifying faith in the Christian life that manifests itself in 

profitable and beneficial good works towards others? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5. “What does it profit (_______________)?” James’ concern is with the lack of benefits _________ -

_____________ from a faith that is not productive. (v. 14a) 

 

 

 

 

 

6. “Can faith save him (a ___________________)?” As in 1:21, James teaches that there is a definite 

link between ___________ that stem from the ingrafted Word and a saving of the _______________ 

from the damage or barrenness of sin in one’s daily life. (v. 14b) 

 

 

 

 

 

7. As he did earlier (2:2-4), James illustrates his point with an example of “a _________________ or 

________________” in Christ who are in desperate _____________ of the basic necessities of life. 

(v. 15) 

 

 

 

 

 

8. If you (as a believer) tell this other Christian who needs food and clothing, “Hey I wish you the 

best!”, and you go your way, your ______________ words and ______________ of works will do 

him ________ good. (v. 16) 

 

 

 

 

 

9. It was never the divine intent that your faith would remain (“dead”) _____________________, 

_____________ of good works. (v. 17) 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 

James is very concerned with how your faith can profit or benefit other “brothers and sisters” in 

Christ. He desires that your faith would be active, that it would serve God’s Divine intent in saving 

you (Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 3:5-8). The Lord does not want your faith to remain inactive or separated 

from good works. In order for your practical sanctification to be progressive, you need to be 

responding by faith, yielded and dependent upon the Lord for His strength and wisdom to accomplish 

all of this in and through you. 

 

 

  * Are you going to personally apply this truth today? 

 


